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not too contented with her position. Hearing Mon-
seigneur hunt in the forest one day, she forgot herself
so far as to exclaim, " My brother is hunting! " It
was pretended that she was a daughter of the King
and Queen, but that she had been hidden away on
account of her colour; and the report was spread that
the Queen had had a miscarriage. Many people be-
lieved this story; but whether it was true or not has
remained an enigma.

The year 1698 commenced by a reconciliation be-
tween the Jesuits and the Archbishop of Rheims. That
prelate upon the occasion of an ordonnance had ex-
pressed himself upon matters of doctrine and morality
in a manner that displeased the Jesuits. They acted
towards him in their usual manner, by writing an at-
tack upon him, which appeared without any author's
name. But the Archbishop complained to the King,
and altogether stood his ground so firmly, that in the
end the Jesuits were glad to give way, disavow the
book, and arrange the reconciliation which took place.

The Czar, Peter the Great, Emperor of Russia, had
at this time already commenced his voyages; he was
in Holland, learning ship-building. Although incog-
nito, he wished to be recognised, but after his own
fashion; and was annoyed that, being so near to Eng-
land, no embassy was sent to him from that country,
which he wished to ally himself with for commercial
reasons.

At last an embassy arrived; he delayed for some
time to give it an audience, but in the end fixed the
day and hour at which he would see it. The reception,
however, was to take place on board a large Dutch